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IMPORTANT DEFINITIONS 
 National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) (noun) – Creation of National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) is 

Government of India’s pioneering initiative to establish a medium-term pipeline along with a roadmap for 

“monetisationready” assets. Developed in the backdrop of the unprecedented Covid-induced economic and 

fiscal shocks, NMP lists out assets and asset classes, under various infrastructure ministries, which will be 

monetised over a period of time. The government’s ambitious National Monetisation Pipeline (NMP) scheme 

that aims to monetise assets worth Rs 6 lakh crore between 2021-22 and 2024-25 will likely benefit economy 

and infra-centric sectors. Assets from various sectors, including railways, roads, aviation, telecom and power 

transmission, will be monetised in this four-year leasing programme and funds invested in new infrastructure 

projects. 

 Unit Trust of India (UTI) (noun) – Unit Trust of India (UTI) was established in 1963 by an Act of Parliament. It was 

set up by the Reserve Bank of India and functioned under the Regulatory and administrative control of the 

Reserve Bank of India. The mutual fund industry in India started in 1963 with the formation of Unit Trust of India, 

at the initiative of the Government of India and Reserve Bank of India. Erstwhile UTI was bifurcated into UTI 

Mutual Fund and the Specified Undertaking of the Unit Trust of India effective from February 2003. 

 Development Finance Institution (DFI) (noun) – Development Finance Institutions (DFIs) are specialised 

development organizations that are usually majority owned by national governments. DFIs invest in private 

sector projects in low and middle-income countries to promote job creation and sustainable economic growth. 

They apply stringent investment criteria aimed at safeguarding financial sustainability, transparency, and 

environmental and social accountability. 

 Public-private partnership (PPP) model (noun) – a cooperative arrangement between two or more public and 

private sectors, typically of a long-term nature. In other words, it involves government sector and private sector 

company that work together to complete a project and/or to provide services to the population. 

 infrastructure investment trust (InvIT) (noun) – InvITs are collective investment vehicles similar to a mutual 

fund, which enables direct investment of money from individual and institutional investors in infrastructure 

projects to earn a small portion of the income as return. 

 foreign portfolio investments (FPIs) (noun) – investments in financial assets, such as shares, government bonds, 

corporate bonds, convertible securities, infrastructure securities etc in a foreign country. 

 foreign institutional investors (FII) (noun) – companies established or incorporated outside India and make 

proposals for investments in India. These include hedge funds, pension funds, mutual funds and insurance 

companies. 

 National Statistical Office (NSO) (noun) – The Ministry of Statistics and the Department of Programme 

Implementation has two wings, one relating to Statistics and the other Programme Implementation. The 

Statistics Wing called the National Statistical Office (NSO) gives considerable importance to coverage and quality 

aspects of statistics released in the country. The statistics released are based on administrative sources, surveys 

and censuses conducted by the Center and State Governments and non-official sources and studies. 

 core sector/industries (noun) – the eight industries comprising electricity, steel, refinery products, crude oil, 

coal, cement, natural gas and fertilizers are classified as core sector industries. 

 gross value added (GVA) (noun) – it is a measure of total output and income in the economy. It provides the 

rupee value for the amount of goods and services produced in an economy after deducting the cost of inputs 

and raw materials that have gone into the production of those goods and services. It also gives a sector-specific 

picture like what is the growth in an area, industry, or sector of an economy. On the other hand, GDP or gross 

domestic product is a measure of economic activity in a country. It is the total value of a country’s annual output 

of goods and services. 

 Purchasing Managers’ Index (PMI) (noun) – Purchasing Managers Index (PMI) is a monthly business survey data 

provided by IHS Markit. The monthly data are derived from surveys of senior executives at private sector 

companies. PMI data is used for accurate and timely insight into the health of a particular economy. The PMI 

data are used by financial and corporate professionals to better understand where economies and markets are 

headed, and to uncover opportunities. 
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 IHS Markit (noun) – it is a global leader in information, analytics and solutions for the major industries and 

markets that drive economies worldwide. It partners with clients in business, finance and government to help 

them see the big picture with unrivaled insights that lead to wellinformed, confident decisions.  

 mutual fund (noun) – a type of investment in which investors pool their money together to buy a portfolio 

(range) of stocks, bonds or other securities in order to take advantage of diversification and professional 

portfolio (investments, shares/securities/bonds) management at a reasonable cost. 

 Public Sector Enterprise/Public Sector Undertaking (PSU) (noun) – Companies owned by the Union 

Governmentof India or one of the many state or territorial governments or both together in parts. The company 

stock is majority-owned by the government in a PSU. 

 Harshad Mehta scam (noun) – Securities Scam; systematic fraud of around Rs.4,000 crore that involved bank 

receipts and stamp papers leading the stock market to crash. Harshad Mehta successfully managed to 

manipulate stocks by illegally obtaining money from several banks using fake bank receipts. 

 quantitative easing (QE) (noun) – Quantitative easing (QE) is when a central bank buys long-term securities from 

its member banks. By buying up these securities, the central bank adds new money to the economy; as a result 

of the influx, interest rates fall, making it easier for people to borrow. 

 hot money (noun) – it refers to the flow of capital funds from from one country to another in order to earn a 

short-term profit on interest rate differences and/or anticipated exchange rate shifts. 

 liquidity (noun) – the availability of liquid assets; liquidity means liquid assets; cash; (liquid asset is an asset 

which can be easily sold/converted into cash without losing its value); a measure of activity (i.e. the ability to buy 

or sell easily) in a market. 

 Inflationary/price pressures (noun) – the demand and supply-side pressures that can cause a rise in the general 

price level; cost-push inflation, hot-economy, deficit finance. 

 Consumer Price Index (CPI) (noun) – The CPI looks at the basket of consumer goods and services and it measures 

the change in price of this basket over a period of time. To put it simply, the CPI monitors retail prices at a 

certain level for a particular commodity. 

 virtuous cycle/spiral (noun) – when the economy is in a virtuous cycle, investment, productivity growth, job 

creation, demand and exports feed into (or beneficial/positive effect on) each other and enable animal spirits in 

the economy to thrive/grow. (animal spirits refers to the emotions and instincts that guide the behaviour of 

investors and consumers). 

 National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) (noun) – an Indian government agency responsible for collecting and 

analysing crime data as defined by the Indian Penal Code (IPC) and Special and Local Laws (SLL). NCRB is 

headquartered in New Delhi and is part of the Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA), Government of India. 

 embassy (noun) – An embassy is larger and more important than a consulate and is described as a permanent 

diplomatic mission, which is generally located in a country’s capital city. An embassy is responsible for 

representing the home country, for handling major diplomatic issues (such as negotiations), and for preserving 

the rights of its citizens abroad. 

 consulate (noun) – a consulate is a smaller version of an embassy and is generally located in the larger tourist 

cities of a country, but not the capital. Consulates (and their chief diplomat, the consul) handle minor diplomatic 

issues such as issuing visas, aiding in trade relationships, and taking care of migrants, tourists, and expatriates. 

 Islamic State-Khorasan (IS-K) or Islamic State of Khorasan Province (ISKP) (noun) – the IS faction, which came to 

be known as the Islamic State of Khorasan Province (ISKP), is recruiting disgruntled Taliban fighters and attacking 

the Taliban or launching terror strikes across Afghanistan, mainly targeting the Shias and other minorities. 

 Quad/Quadrilateral (noun) – The ‘Quadrilateral’ is described as four democracies (the United States, Japan, 

Australia and India) with a shared objective to ensure and support a “free, open and prosperous” Indo-Pacific 

region. 

 world/international/global order (noun) – the arrangement of power and authority that provides the system for 

the conduct of diplomacy and world politics in relation to the entire world. 

 the fall of Saigon (phrase) – it refers to the capture of Saigon, the South Vietnamese capital, on 30 April 1975 by 

communist forces of the People’s Army of Vietnam and the Viet Cong. (The Vietnam War was a conflict between 

the communist government of North Vietnam supported by the Soviet Union, and South Vietnam supported by 

its principal ally, the US. It was costly war for the US and continued almost for 20 years. America withdrew its 

military from South Vietnam in 1973, and two years later the country announced its surrender after Northern 
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forces took Saigon (Ho Chi Minh) City). After capturing it, the North Vietnam changed the name of Saigon to Ho 

Chi Minh City). 

 institution-building (noun) – it has two parts, activities that are ‘organisational building’ that enhance 

organisational performance, and other activities that are ‘aimed to change the methods through which societies 

are regulated’. 
 soft power (noun) – soft power is convincing & effective power deriving from attraction and imitation and be 

based on intangible (nonphysical) resources such as culture, ideology, and institutions. 

 hard power (noun) – hard power is coercive power executed through military threats and economic incentives 

and based on tangible resources such as the army or economic strength. 

 smart power (noun) – In international relations, the term smart power refers to the combination of hard power 

and soft power strategies. 

 Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan (TTP) (noun) – it is the largest and deadliest militant umbrella organization in Pakistan 

the Pakistani Taliban. It is a subset of the Pakistani Taliban. Approximately half of all Pakistani Taliban factions 

coalesce (unite/join together) under the umbrella of the TTP. 

 hardline (noun) – relating to a group/a political party with people who support strict ideas and they are extreme 

& uncompromising; uncompromising, strict, diehard, extreme, inflexible, immoderate singleminded. 

 mujahideen (noun) – the forerunners/predecessors of the present-day Taliban; Islamic guerillas; The mujahideen 

fought against Soviet and the Democratic Republic of Afghanistan (DRA) troops during the Soviet–Afghan War 

(1979–1989). The Americans funded the mujahideen at that time. 

 Congress (noun) – legislative assembly, parliament; The United States Congress is the bicameral (two chambers) 

legislature of the federal government of the United States, and consists of two chambers: the House of 

Representatives and the Senate. 

 civil society (noun) – civil society refers to space for collective action around shared interests, purposes, and 

values, generally distinct from government and commercial for-profit actors. It refers to a wide array of 

organizations: community groups, non-governmental organizations [NGOs], labour unions, indigenous groups, 

charitable organizations, faith-based organizations, professional associations, and foundations. Civil society – 

sometimes called the “third sector” (after government and commerce) – has the power to influence the actions 

of elected policy-makers and businesses. 

 deliberative democracy (noun) – deliberative democracy or deliberative engagement is all about placing people 

(citizens, residents, affected individuals) closer to the affairs of government and decision makers. 

 Division Bench (noun) – a term in judicial system in India in which a case is heard and judged by at least 2 judges. 

(whereas a Constitution Bench is a bench of the Supreme Court having five or more judges on it. These benches 

are not a routine phenomenon. Constitution Benches are exceptions, set up only if some circumstances exist). 

 accreditation (noun) – it means recognition of news media representatives by the Government of India for 

purpose of access to sources of information in the Government and also to news materials, written or pictorial, 

released by the Press Information Bureau and/or other agencies of the Government of India. 

 Concurrent List or List III (noun) – the list which includes the power to be considered by both the union and state 

government (as given in the Seventh Schedule to the Constitution of India). 

 State List or List II (noun) – it includes subjects that give powers to the state governments. (as given in the 

Seventh Schedule to the Constitution of India, the legislative section is divided into three lists: the Union List, 

State List and Concurrent List). 

 Union List or List III (noun) – it includes subjects that give powers to the union government. (as given in the 

Seventh Schedule to the Constitution of India, the legislative section is divided into three lists: the Union List, 

State List and Concurrent List). 

 UN resolution (noun) – United Nations resolution is formal expression of the opinion or will of United Nations 

organs. It is a decision or declaration voted on by all member states of the United Nations and it usually requires 

a simple majority (50 percent of all votes plus one) to pass.. Although any UN body can issue resolutions, in 

practice most resolutions are issued by the Security Council or the General Assembly. 

 UNSC Resolution 2593 (noun) – The Resolution demands that Afghan territory not be used to threaten or attack 

any country or to shelter and train terrorists and plan or finance terrorist attacks. It specifically mentions 

individuals designated by the UNSC resolution 1267. 
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 Taliban Sanctions Committee (noun) – also known as the 1988 Sanctions Committee. It was formed through 

United Nations Security Council Resolution 1988 dealing with sanctions relating to the Taliban, while Resolution 

1989 (2011) addressed sanctions on Al-Qaeda.  

 sanctions (noun) – action taken, or an order given to force a country to obey international laws by limiting or 

stopping trade with that country, by not allowing economic aid for that country, etc; embargo, ban, prohibition, 

barrier, restriction. 

 lobby (noun) – a group of people attempting to influence (the government / its official group/elected legislators) 

to create the actions, policies, or decisions to help a particular organization. 

 the Cold War (noun) – The Cold War was a state of political and military tension after World War II between 

powers in the Western Bloc (the United States and a group of countries) and powers in the Eastern Bloc (the 

Soviet Union and a group of countries). 

 Pax Americana (noun) – Latin for “American Peace”; The period of relative peace in the Western world since the 

end of World War II in 1945, coinciding with the military and economic dominance of the United States. 

 watershed (moment) (noun) – it used to mean ‘important changes’ or the ‘turning point’ in a situation or event. 

The event that marks a historic change; historic, milestone, landmark (moment). 

 balance of power (phrase) – stability in a system composed of a number of autonomous forces. Whenever the 

equilibrium is disturbed either by an outside force or by a change in one or the other elements composing the 

system, the system shows a tendency to re-establish either the original or a new equilibrium. 

 Augean stables (noun) – (figuratively) dirty, illegal & corrupt places (in Greek mythology, Hercules was ordered 

to clean up King Augeas’ stables (a building for horses/cows) which had never been cleaned for 30 years. 

Hercules knew this job would mean getting dirty and smelly. He had to clean up them in a single day and he 

diverted two nearby two rivers which flowed & flushed them out, and all the mess flowed out of the stables). 

(Hercules was a hero in Greek mythology). 

 Iran nuclear deal (or) Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA) (noun) – JCPOA, known commonly as the Iran 

nuclear deal or Iran deal, is an agreement on the Iranian nuclear program reached in Vienna on 14 July 2015, 

between Iran and the P5+1 (China, France, Germany, Russia, the United Kingdom, and the United States) 

together with the European Union. 

 non-pharmaceutical interventions (NPIs) (noun) – actions, apart from getting vaccinated and taking medicine, 

that people and communities can take to help slow the spread of illnesses like pandemic coronavirus disease 

2019 (COVID-19) by following interventions like using face masks, maintaining hand hygiene and avoiding 

crowds. 

 serology (noun) – a method of diagnostic examination of blood serum concerning the immune system’s 

response to pathogens (the pathogen is something, like bacteria/virus, that causes disease). (serum is an amber 

(yellowish-orange), watery fluid, rich in proteins, obtained from blood…). 
 serosurvey (noun) – collection and testing of serum (or proxy such as oral fluid) specimens from a sample of a 

defined population over a specified period of time to estimate the prevalence of antibodies against a given 

specific infectious pathogen as an indicator of immunity. 

 immunisation (noun) – the process whereby a person is made immune or resistant to an infectious disease, 

typically by the administration of a vaccine. Vaccines stimulate the body’s own immune system to protect the 

person against subsequent infection or disease. 

 delta variant/B.1.617.2 (noun) – Formally known as AY.2 or B.1.617.2, it’s a variant of the coronavirus, first 

identified in India, is renamed as the ‘Delta variant’ by the World Health Organization (WHO) and this variant is 

reclassified as Variant of Concern (VOC). The B.1.617.1 strain has been reclassified to a Variant of Interest (VOI) 

and labelled variant “Kappa”. 

 breakthrough infections (noun) – people getting infections after they are fully vaccinated is when the infections 

are caused by circulating virus variants, with potential immune escape mechanism, which might reduce the 

efficacy of vaccines. These are called “vaccine breakthrough infections”. 

 Council of Scientific & Industrial Research (CSIR) (noun) – founded in 1942, the CSIR is an autonomous body that 

has emerged as the largest research and development organisation in India. It has 37 research centers and 39 

field stations or augmentation focuses spread the country over. The innovative work exercises of CSIR 

incorporate different fields, for example, aerospace engineering, Structural engineering, ocean sciences, Life 

sciences, metallurgy, chemicals, mining, food, petroleum, leather, and environment. 
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 Indian SARS-CoV2 Genomic Consortia (INSACOG) (noun) – INSACOG refers to the Indian SARS-CoV-2 Genome 

Sequencing Consortia. The INSACOG consortium of scientists, spanning 10 labs across the country, and involved 

in sequencing genomes of coronavirus samples in different States, had been giving regular updates on the threat 

from new strains to the government. (Consortia is a plural form of consortium). 

 m-RNA vaccine (noun) – The vaccine is a messenger RNA (mRNA) vaccine, which stands for “messenger 

ribonucleic acid”. Messenger RNA is essentially the blueprint that living cells use to turn gene sequences into the 

proteins that form their fundamental structures. Once injected, the mRNA in the vaccine is translated into a viral 

protein, which our immune systems detect. The body generates an immune response in reaction to these viral 

proteins, which can’t by themselves cause disease, and this provides protection against developing Covid-19.  

 Emergency Use Authorisation (EUA) (noun) – a mechanism to facilitate the availability and use of medical 

countermeasures, including vaccines, during public health emergencies, such as the current COVID-19 pandemic.  

 DNA-based vaccine (noun) – Referred to as third-generation vaccine, a DNA-based vaccine uses engineered DNA 

to induce a response against the virus. According to the World Health Organisation, this “radical new approach” 

offers several advantages over traditional vaccines, which include “improved vaccine stability, the absence of any 

infectious agent and the relative ease of large-scale manufacture.” 

 ZycoV-D Vaccine (noun) – a three-dose “plasmid DNA” candidate vaccine being developed by Ahmedabad-based 

Zydus Cadila. It is a vaccine that uses a genetically engineered, non-replicating version of a type of DNA molecule 

known as a ‘plasmid’. If approved by the regulator, ZyCov-D will be the world’s first DNA vaccine against 

infection with SARS-CoV-2. 

 Grand Slam (noun) – it is also referred to as majors, are the world’s four most important annual tennis events. 

The Grand Slam consists of the Australian Open in Melbourne, French Open in Paris, Wimbledon in London, and 

the U.S Open in New York. 

 Golden Slam (noun) – (In Tennis) the attainment of a player winning all four Grand Slams and an Olympic Gold in 

a single calendar year.  

 Calendar Grand Slam (noun) – (In Tennis) a calendar Grand Slam is achieved when a player wins four 

consecutive Grand Slam events in the same calendar year. 

 Flushing Meadows (noun) – home of the U.S. Open. (Arthur Ashe Stadium is a tennis stadium at Flushing 

Meadows–Corona Park in Queens, New York City). It is formally called the United States Tennis Association 

(USTA) Billie Jean King National Tennis Center. 

 eco-conservation (noun) – environmental conservation; it is a practice that paves the way for protecting the 

environment and natural resources on the individual, organisational as well as governmental levels.  

 environmental shock (noun) – it can be defined as unexpected exogenous (external/strange) changes to an 

environmental model (e.g. flooding, drought or low crop yield). 

 basin (noun) – the portion of land (geographical area) drained by a river and its tributaries (branch rivers). The 

states which are drained by a river and its tributaries are basin states. (drain simply means “flow” of water/any 

other liquid). 

 National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) (noun) – National Mission for Clean Ganga (NMCG) was registered as 

a society on 12
th

 August 2011 under the Societies Registration Act 1860. It acted as implementation arm of 

National Ganga River Basin Authority (NGRBA) which was constituted under the provisions of the Environment 

(Protection) Act (EPA), 1986. NGRBA has since been dissolved with effect from the 7th October 2016, 

consequent to constitution of National Council for Rejuvenation, Protection and Management of River Ganga 

(referred as National Ganga Council) vide (see) notification no. S.O. 3187(E) dt. 7th October 2016 under EPA  

1986. The aims and objectives of NMCG is to accomplish the mandate of National Ganga River Basin Authority 

(NGRBA) of (1) to ensure effective abatement of pollution and rejuvenation of the river Ganga by adopting a 

river basin approach to promote inter-sectoral co-ordination for comprehensive planning and management and 

(2) to maintain minimum ecological flows in the river Ganga with the aim of ensuring water quality and 

environmentally sustainable development. 

 The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) (noun) – The Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 

Change (IPCC) is the leading international body for the assessment of climate change. It was established by the 

United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) and the World Meteorological Organization (WMO) in 1988 to 

provide the world with a clear scientific view on the current state of knowledge in climate change and its 

potential environmental and socio-economic impacts. 
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 Climate Treaty or Paris Agreement/Accord/pact (noun) – The Paris Agreement is a legally binding international 

treaty on climate change. It was adopted by 196 Parties at COP 21 in Paris, on 12 December 2015 and entered 

into force on 4 November 2016. Its goal is to limit global warming to well below 2, preferably to 1.5 degrees 

Celsius, compared to pre-industrial levels.  

 Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs) (noun) – Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs) or Ecologically Fragile Areas (EFAs) are areas in 

India notified by the Ministry of Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC), Government of India 

around Protected Areas, National Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries. The purpose of declaring ESZs is to create some 

kind of “shock absorbers” to the protected areas by regulating and managing the activities around such areas. 

 

IDIOMS & PHRASES
 put all your eggs in one basket – it means that you 

put all of your resources in one place. By doing so, 

you risk losing everthing. 

 walk a fine line – strike a balance; find a fair & 

reasonable line of action between two contrasting 

things. 

 pack our bags – get ready to leave (a place) 

permanently. 

 cry foul – to protest against/complain about 

something done by someone is wrong (or) not fair. 

 jog one’s memory – stimulate, prompt, stir, activate. 

 when the chips are down – in a very difficult, tough 

or dangerous situation. 

 boots on the ground – ground troops in a military 

operation; soldiers actively participating in a military 

operation. 

 take its toll – have a serious/adverse effect on 

someone/ something; cause damage to someone 

/something; cause suffering. 

 flatter to deceive – to appear better than it really is; 

(someone/something) looks promising (likely to be 

very good or successful), but disappoints eventually. 

 in cahoots – colluding, conspiring, collaborating 

secretly. 

 turn someone’s heads – to avoid paying attention to 

something. 

 step into the breach – fill in, take over, act as 

substitute, hold the fort. 

 tick all the boxes – to fulfill all the requirements. 

 in the cross-hairs – something which is being aimed 

at by. (crosshairs – very thin crossed wires in the 

microscope/gun/etc which are used to focus/aim 

something preciously). 

 take something in one’s stride – to deal with a 

problem or difficulty in a calm & easy way and not 

allow it to have an effect on you. 

 breathe/heave a sigh of relief – to suddenly feel 

relieved (or feel happy) that something unpleasant 

has not happened (sigh is a long & deep audible 

breathing out of relief). 

 on paper – in theory, theoretically, supposedly. 

 go out of one’s way – take the time, take the 

trouble, make the effort, exert oneself. 

 go up in smoke – fail, not succeed, go amiss. 

 too little and too late – blaming someone for not 

doing enough to prevent a problem and/or blaming 

someone for taking action only after the problem 

had become very bad 

 the way forward – something (a plan/action) that 

leads to success in the future. 

 hand-in-hand – together, in close association, 

concurrently, closely. 

 in the aftermath of – in the wake of, s a 

consequence of, as a result of. 

 along with – together with. 

 send shock waves – upset a large number of people; 

shock, shake up. 

 in connection with – regarding, concerning, with 

reference to, in relation to. 

 to make matters worse – to make a difficult 

situation even more difficult; aggravate, compound, 

exacerbate. 

 play a part/role – contribute to, be instrumental in, 

be a factor in. 

 at times – sometimes, occasionally, now and then. 

 fall short of – fail to meet/reach; be deficient/ 

inadequate/ insufficient. 

 come a long way – to become very successful; to 

make considerable progress. 

 on balance – overall, all in all, all things considered, 

taking everything into account, by and large. 

 in relation to – regarding, concerning, with reference 

to, in connection with. 

 of late – recently, lately, in recent times. 

 so far – until now, up to the present, up to this point. 

 keep one’s word – to do things as one has promised. 

 on the ground – in a situation/place where things 

are happening really/practically. 

 come into effect – become applicable; come into 

force. 

 give rise to – cause, bring in, result in, produce, bring 

about. 
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 the big/larger picture – broad/overall view of a 

situation/problem. 

 in a way – to a certain level/degree/extent (to lessen 

the effect of something) 

 at long last – finally, in the end, eventually. 

 in part – to a certain degree/level/extent, 

somewhat, relatively, comparatively. 

 take a beating – suffer damage. 

 in sight – observable, noticeable, visible, 

recognizable, near at hand. 

 in principle – in theory, theoretically, on paper. 

 in the wake of – as a result of, in the aftermath of, as 

a consequence of. 

 all over again – from the beginning again. 

 nothing short of – nothing less than. 

 in perspective – to think about something (e.g. a 

situation) wisely and reasonably. 

 on someone’s return – when someone returns. 

 as much as – even though. 

 blow a chance – ruin, spoil, mess up, bungle, fail to 

utilize (an opportunity). 

 off the turf – away from the sporting ground. 

 take a swipe at – to try to hit/strike (something). 

 hold the edge – have a slight advantage. 

 draw attention – emphasize, highlight, underscore; 

focus on. 

 on the heels of – close behind, soon after, right 

after, following closely. 

 a word of caution – a warning. 

 on the other hand – as an alternative. 

 rather than – instead of. 

 short of – less than. 

 come close – achieve or do something practically. 

 in fact – actually, really, in reality. 

 at hand – close by, nearby, within reach; at one’s 

disposal. 

 in accordance with – in agreement with, in 

conformity with, in line with, in compliance with. 

 in the midst of – in the middle of. 

 in camera – in secret, in private, confidentially, 

behind closed doors, behind the scenes. 

 in terms of – with regard to, regarding/concerning, 

in connection with. 

 in the absence of – without, lacking, 

notwithstanding. 

 keep something in check – control, curb, restrain, 

hold back, keep under control. 

 with respect to – concerning, regarding, relating to, 

with reference to. 

 in spite of – despite, notwithstanding, regardless of. 

 in the pipeline – in the process of being planned/ 

developed. 

 of sorts – of a kind; not exactly the same as 

something. 

 hold someone responsible/accountable for – blame 

someone for something. 

 on account of – because of, owing to, due to, by 

virtue of. 

 be seized of something – be aware of something; be 

known of something; be informed of something. 

 hold true – remain true, remain valid, to be 

applicable, to be valid. 

 suo motu – Latin term means “on its own motion”. It 

is used where a government agency acts on its own 

knowledge. 

 (take) cognisance of – notice, attend to, take into 

account, give attention to. 

 pave the way for – clear the way for, make 

preparations for, put things in order for. 

 make amends – atone, make reparation, make up 

for (a wrongdoing). 

 in the long term – over a long period of time; in the 

future. 

 it is high time – used to say that something should 

be done immediately. 

 case in point – example, instance, typical case, 

sample. 

 come/get in the way of – obstruct, interfere, 

prevent, hamper, impede, thwart. 

 loom large – be imminent/close, about to happen 

(and something which has a lot of 

importance/attention). 

 going forward – in the future.  

 come true – be realized, happen, occur. 

 in tandem – alongside each other. 

 no longer – not anymore. 

 beg the question – raise a point; invite question. 

 the likes of – someone/something considered as a 

type. 

 the end of the road – the end/conclusion of 

something. 

 bring down/lower the curtain on – to bring an end 

to something. 

 in one fell swoop – all at once, together, at the same 

time, in one go. 

 in favour of – in support of, to the advantage of, 

approve of. 

 on the one hand – it is used to introduce the first of 

two contrasting different, points, facts, or ways of 

looking at something. It is always followed later by 

“on the other hand” or ‘on the other’. 
 in earnest – zealously, purposefully, determinedly, 

resolutely, with enthusiasm, with dedication, with 

commitment. 
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 impose oneself – intrude, obtrude, trespass, 

impinge. 

 in one’s favour – to one’s benefit/advantage. 

 

PHRASAL VERBS 
 rub up against – come in conflict with, in 

disagreement with, opposed to. 

 inure to – to adjust/adapt to something difficult or 

unpleasant; accustom, habituate, familiarize; (mostly 

law) to take effect, to be of use, benefit to an 

individual. 

 pour into – give/grant a large amount of money (in a 

project). 

 beat down – compel to decrease the price of 

something. 

 predicate on/upon – base, be dependent, found, 

premise. 

 crowd out – exclude, oust, overthrow, remove 

someone from a place by taking their space. 

 lord over – domineer, dominate, dictate, boss 

around/about. 

 crash out – lose, be defeated (badly). 

 dig into – explore, examine, to try to find out about 

something. 

 cry (out) for – demand something. 

 ease up – become less strict, diminish, lessen, abate, 

subside, slacken off. 

 thrive on – flourish, grow vigorously, develop well, 

burgeon, do well, advance, make strides, succeed. 

 tone up – became stronger; give strength; give 

firmness. 

 weed out – eliminate, remove, get rid of. 

 shore up – support, help, assist (financially); 

strengthen, fortify, buttress. 

 descend into – degenerate, deteriorate, decline. 

 pull up – criticize, reprimand, rebuke, scold, 

castigate, reprove, reproach, censure. 

 come in for – receive, be subjected to, go through, 

undergo, meet with. 

 bring up – rear, raise (a child); care for, take care of, 

look after, nurture. 

 account for – to give reasons/explanations for (an 

event, act, etc.). 

 wipe out – eliminate, abolish, remove (completely). 

 stay out – to go home late; to not come to home at 

night. 

 step in – intervene, become involved, get involved. 

 pull out – withdraw, retreat, draw back, disengage, 

fall back. 

 rely on – depend on; resort to, have recourse to. 

 set aside – put aside, put away, keep, reserve. 

 push for – work for, support for, urge, promote, 

advocate, recommend, champion, espouse. 

 factor in – take into consideration, include. 

 speed up – expedite, accelerate, step up. 

 dry up – dwindle, wane, disappear, vanish, run out. 

 throw up – produce something. 

 sum up – summarize, review, evaluate, assess, 

appraise. 

 crowd in – bring in, introduce. 

 stand on – depend on, be based on something. 

 drive out – to force (someone or something) to 

leave. 

 carry out – conduct, perform, implement, execute, 

bring about. 

 move ahead – to make progress, advance, keep 

going. 

 step aside – leave, quit, withdraw, resign. 

 hold together – cause something to remain united. 

 turn out – happen, develop, end (in a specific way). 

 grow up – (of a person) to develop into an adult. 

 look ahead – to think about what will happen in the 

future. 

 ramp up – increase (in amount or number). 

 borne out past participle of bear out – confirm, 

validate, vindicate, justify/support (a claim/fact). 

 end up – come/appear, find oneself (to a particular 

course of action in the end). 

 pick up – catch, contract, get, become infected with, 

become ill with. 

 keep out – exclude, deny access to, shut out. 

 give up – stop, discontinue, renounce, forgo, 

abandon. 

 result in – cause, bring on, bring about, call forth, 

give rise to. 

 call for – require, publicly ask/necessitate, demand. 

 set out – present, describe, set forth. 

 embark on – start, begin, commence, enter on. 

 go against – oppose, resist. 

 go ahead – proceed. 

 point out – identify, mention, indicate, draw 

attention to. 

 wash away – (of water) to remove 

someone/something away to another place. 

 ease out – remove someone/something gradually. 

 talk up – to speak about something enthusiastically 

& positively. 

 leave behind – forget, lose, abandon, desert, disown. 

 stand by – stand up for, support, uphold, back. 

 follow up – continue/carry on something further. 
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